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Accelerated phosphorous
locks up money in the soil

By Ken Bellamy

Many Australian soils have a bad habit of
holding on to phosphorus.

For farmers, this can mean money
locked up in the soil.

Where plants are unable to use
phosphorus once it is bound to the soil
particles, there are special photosynthetic
and other microbes whose job it is to
release phosphorus and make it
available in a soluble form.

In a healthy soil environment, these
microbes outsource the manufacture of
energised phosphorus compounds for
plants.

There is a fascinating community effort
which goes on below ground in healthy
soil, which keeps phosphorus in play in a
pool which plants and other microbes can
draw on.

Depending on how the soil is looked
after, the community of organisms which
keep phosphorus available either
increases or diminishes.

In most farmed soils, these organisms
now are much lower in population than
they once were.

Keeping soil biology healthy is an

integral part of making phosphorus
available for plant growth.

Plants cant source enough
phosphorus or enough energy on their
own.

They need the community effort below
the soil to manage both the supply of
phosphorus needed to make sugars, and
the supply of the energy transport
compounds (which contain phosphorus)
needed to convert light energy into
sugars.

Soil communities including
photosynthetic bacteria recycle
phosphorus continually.

When they are happy, we need to add
less phosphorus: When they arent
working, everything stops.

Ken Bellamy is the director of
Townsville-based biotech company Vital
Resource Management
(enquiries@vrm.com.au), offering
sustainable and affordable improvements
in water management and food
production.

He is also a director of Prime Carbon,
set up in 2004 to help assess and register
farm-based carbon offsets.
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Dry tropics leader

New NQ Dry Tropics ceo, Dr
Scott Crawford.

THE NQ Dry Tropics Board
have welcomed Dr Scott
Crawford as their new chief

executive officer.
Having been with the community-

based, natural resource
management organisation for four
years, he succeeds former CEO,
Bob Frazer who has moved on to
lead the new Cape York natural
resource management group.

Dr Crawford has had a long
career working in land and water
management, spanning a range of
research, policy and senior
management roles in both Australia
and New Zealand.

His initial interests in land and
water management started in the
Burdekin, while studying at James
Cook University and working at
CSIRO.

He also holds a PhD in

Geography from Auckland
University.

NQ Dry Tropics chairman, Mark

Stoneman said Scott’s experience
with on-ground research work and in
the government and commercial
sectors made him an excellent
person to take NQ Dry Tropics
forward. ‘‘The Board was unanimous
that he was the best person to build
on the foundations and expand the
reach and credibility of NQ Dry
Tropics,’’ he said.

NQ Dry Tropics has more than
doubled to 35 staff over the last
decade as it serves an area the
equivalent of almost ten per cent of
Queensland. ‘‘The natural resource
management sector is funded
primarily by the government, but it
will have to be funded by diverse
sources in future as we consolidate
and continue the work of delivering
on ground land and water solutions
to a wide range of clients,’’ Mr
Stoneman said.

*ANZ. Australia’s best value agribusiness bank. As awarded by CANSTAR CANNEX 2009 and 2010. Financial Services Research Group CANSTAR 
CANNEX compared 15 major agribusiness banks, credit unions and building societies to determinethe bank that offered the best value to 
agribusiness. Australia and New Zealand Banking Group Limited (ANZ) ABN 11 005 357 522. ANZ’s colour blue is a trade mark of ANZ. K7373 10.10

Australia’s best value agribusiness bank.

Two years in a row.*

Best Value Australia
Agribusiness

Best Value Australia
Agribusiness

We have been in Australian Agribusiness 
for over 150 years. Our heritage ensures we 
understand your specialised needs and have 
the knowledge and products to help you. 
Whether it’s on your property, at your office 

or over the phone, make an appointment 
with an ANZ Agribusiness Manager today.  
Call Annette McConnachie or Chris Toumazou,  
on (07) 4783 7164.
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More on offer from ANZ Bank
ANZ has supported the financial needs of
regional and rural Australia for more than
150 years.

Earlier this year, the bank announced
the completion of its acquisition of
Landmark Financial Services’ loan and
deposit books, which further
strengthened ties with rural customers.

Phil Haynes, ANZ regional executive,
North Queensland said this was good
news for customers in the Burdekin.

‘‘We have a strong local team with
access to a broad range of financial
products and people who specialise in all
types of business needs including small
business and agribusiness,’’ he said.

‘‘With the combined strength of the
Landmark and ANZ teams, we have
never been in a better position to deliver
the best value and expertise to our
customers to help them grow their
business.

‘‘Our commitment to regional and rural
communities and agribusiness

customers is to deliver convenient and
uncomplicated banking.

‘‘We do this by investing in our people
and ensuring they have the right products
and tools to meet the changing needs of
our customers,’’ Mr Haynes said.

This strong focus on convenient and
uncomplicated banking has seen ANZ
receive the Canstar Cannex Best Value
Australia Agribusiness Award for offering
the best value to agribusiness customers
for two consecutive years.

He said ANZ was pleased to have
received the award for the second year
running. ‘‘It’s recognition for the work we
are doing to continue providing
customers with agribusiness products
and services that meet their needs,’’ he
said. The team at ANZ Ayr is
encouraging customers and local
residents to visit the branch and see the
team to discuss their financial needs.

Ayr is a full-service branch offering a
complete range of financial services.




